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Annapolis, Maryland, March, 31,..1914.
A special meeting of the Board of Public Works was held
at the Executive Office in Annépolis. ﬁ
Present: Governer Goldsborough, Comptroller Harrington

and Treasurer Vandiver,

The Governor réad a letter dated March 28, addressed to
him by Mr. Percy C; Henninghausen, as follows.:
"Narch 28, 1014.
The Ion. Phillips Lee Gbldsborough, Esq.,
Goverror of the State of Maryland,

Annapolis, Maryland.
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Our firm has heen consulted by a younger member of the
Local Ear in the recovery cf a large sum of money, possibly
of $100,000., which may go to the State of Maryland in the
event of claim being filed,

Our client is willing to try the case and will asscciate

cur firm for that purpose, or, if preferable, he will retire

in faver of the Attorney General, or he §nd we will fetire and
~he will disclose all the facts to the Attorney.General and per-
it him to try.the case; in any event, our client expects a con-
tingent fee of 33 1/3% of the améunt recovered and suggests mak-
ing a preliminary agreement in crder to prevent any future coﬁ-
troversy or misunderstanding, fixing the percentage of contingent
fee before discussing the facts of the case.

If you will put this up before the BHoard, asvjou suggested
yesterday, and let me know of the result as soon as convenient,
I shall be obliged.

Very truly yours,

Percy €. Hennighausen."

Upon motion, duly made, and seconded, it was ordered that
the Secretary reply té the letter, stating that the Poard was
unable and unwilling to enter into any agreement as suggested
by the letter without more infermation as to the facts of the

case, and whether or nct it were a claim ahout which they bhad

knowledge or were engaged in the negotiation, which order was

complied with by the Secretary, as follows:
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"March 31, 1914.
¥r. P. C. Rennighausen, |
wBaltiﬁore, Maryland.
Dear Sir:

Your 1etter of March 28th, addressed to thé Governor was
today laid befbre the Board of Public Works, who instructed me,
as its Secretary, to write you that they could not consider
entering into such an agreement ésnwds_proposed therein, for the
following reésons:'

First: Because there is no reascn to suppose that the

- claim ahout which you write is unknown to the treasury eofficials,

as there are several pending negotiations and outstanding claims
amount to approximately the sum you mention,

..Becond:  Because the amount of your contingent fee is,

- in their judgment, unreascnable.

‘They wculd, however, ke very glad‘to have you bring to
their attentien any claim of which you know and of which they
have no-pfesent knowledge,‘haVing you rely entirely upon their
sense ¢f justice and,generosity'faf your compensation.

Very truly yours,
Robert P. Graham.,"

A letter from Righard Bernhard & Son was laid hefore the
Board and the Secretary instructed to write them that it was not
a matter for their attention, but should be referréd to the

Directors of the Marylahd House o6f Correction, ané that lir.

Pernard be notified accordingly. Mr. Bernard's letter is as
follows:
WMafch 18, 1914.

Hon. Robert P. Graham,'

Secretary of State.
Dear Sir:

on September 20th; 1913,ve addressed a letter to the Board
of Public Works, advising it that the Rational Building Supply
Company had a claim agéinst the Armored Concrete Construction
Cbmpany, a subcontracter for an addition to the lHouse of Cor;
rectioﬁ at Pridewell Station,.Md.,.tbe amount of the claim bheing
approximately $460. . Un September 23rd we received your reply,

stating that the letter would be laid before the next meeting
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‘al Euilding Supply Company ana;nst the Armored Concrete Construc—

-.of the Board.

On Japuary 21, 1914, we addressed a letter to #on. Emerson

C. Harrington, Comptroller, enclos:ng the account of the Natlon-

tion Company, asking that we be accorded all the protection we

were entitled to under the Lond.

Fe are today in receipt of a letter from the National Tuild-
ing‘Supply Comﬁany; in which they stated that they had had an‘
interview with ? ¥r. Dietrich, who had gone through thé form of
giving a notice of Mechanics Lien for approximately $1700, as
a subcontractor on the sare work, and that he was advised by
Mr. Pietsch, the Architect, that under Article €, of the speci-
fications, the general cohtractor is bound to bond to péy for ail"
lahor and raterial entefing into the construction of this build-
ing. They also advise us that Mr. Dietrich claims that he had
a conversation with Mr. Andrews, the President of the D. X. An—'
drews Company, whe practically acknowledged his liability, and
also said that he wOuid be liable for the cerent claim that ~

Deitrich and the cement pecple (meaning the National -Building

Supply Company) were the only people who had filed claims with
the Staté, and that he would be 1iab1e vnder Article 9 of the
specifications; all of thelspecifications being eﬁbodied in the f
Bond. | |

You are doubtless aware that a Mechanics Lien claim may not
be filed against the State, but ‘that a n@tice'to'thé State and
the Uhited States Government and thevMunicipality has usually
been treated by theée municipalities as sufficient to $wv give
ther all the pfotéction they afé entitled to under the contréct
or thé Tond. »In,fact there‘is a ﬁrovisibn under the fevised
Statutes of the Uhited States, whereby a sub contractor nay sue

in the name of the United States on such a Bond.

Would it be asking too much of yoeu to lock into this métter
, . g : _

-and advise us of our status with regard to the same? If as Mr. -

Dietrich states he has secured pretection\because he filed a
notice of his claiﬁ, it seems to us we should'be'similarlf
protected; and if we have been misinformedvon the subject, will
you kindly advise us as to what our rights are in the premises?

We will greatly a )re01ute anythin rou can do for us. : .
g y arl very 51ncgre1ygy%gﬁs, ' 4

Richard Bernard & Son.

4
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Upon motion, duly rade, and seconded, thé Sécretary of the

Board was instructed to take up with the Inspector at the Easterp

Hay Scales the matter of having a private connection with the

- sewerage system of Baltimbfe City and properly instalied, and

comply With the order of the Health Departwent.

Upon motion, duly seconded, it was ordered that the
Secretary cof the Board notify the State Auditor that it was the
wish, desire and instructions pf the Doard of Public Works that
ﬁe have audited ét his earliest convenience the accounts of the

Fish Commissioners for the Eastern and Western Shore, and report

" Loard of Public Works.

~ the result of such examination as soon as possible to the said

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.

Secretary.




